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Does Freight Matter to Arkansas?  



How Does One Look at Freight 

Activity?  

üInventory Functions   

üEngineering   

üOperational Reliability   

üEconomical and Financial   

üSafety and Security   

üMarkets   

üJobs 



Top Industries in the State  

Source: Chase Bank  
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Source: Freight Analysis Framework, FWHA  

Total Freight Transportation in 

Arkansas by Direction -2008 



ü25 railroads    2780 miles 

ü2008= 9.1 million equivalent trucks  

 

 

Railroads in Arkansas  



Source: USACE, WCSC 

Truck equivalents =  250,000 truckloads  

   (10 million tons, 40 ton truckload )  



Globalization and Arkansas  



200 7 Foreign Direct Investment 

in Arkansas  

üEmployed 34,500 workers in Arkansas.  

üMajor foreign investors: Japan, the 
United Kingdom, Germany, France, 
and Canada.  

ü56 percent (19,400 workers) were in the 
manufacturing sector.  

üContributed 3.4 percent of the state's 
total private -industry employment in 
2007 

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis  



Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Dept. of Commerce &  WISERTrade State Exports 

Arkansas Exports as Share 
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What is the Demographic of 

Arkansas Exporters  
Employment related to Manufacturing in 
2006 

ü52,300 jobs tied to manufacturing exports  

ü20,200 tied directly to manufacturing  

ü32,100 worked in supporting industries  

  

 

2007 Exporters of record  

ü1,484 Total 

ü1,148 were SMEõs (77%) 

 

 

 



Arkansas Shipments of Origin, top Commodities 2010 

(All modes - $5.2 Billion) 



Arkansas Shipments of Origin, top 

Destinations 2010 (All modes - $5.2 Billion) 



Arkansas Shipments of Origin, top 

Gateways, 2010 (All modes - $5.2 Billion) 



Arkansas Needs Infrastructure to 

Connect Its markets  



Is the Third Set of Locks Needed for the Panama 

Canal?  
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The Panama Canal  

üApprox. 50 miles long  

üGatun Lake is 85 feet (26 m) above sea level  

ü52 million gallons used per transit  

üTransferred to Panama in 1999  



Why Expand the Canal?  

üOverall strong growth over past few 

years  

üSeem as critical bottleneck  

üCoastal Competition  

üWest Coast Uncertainties  

üVessel Economics  





How Big is Big? 



Panama Canal Expansion 

Projects  



Source: Wilbur Smith Associates, 2010  

NCHRP 15 ð Supply Chains  



Intermodal Traffic In U.S.  



What Will Happen?  

Waterway Side  

üWC Ports ð time 
sensitive cargo  

üEC Ports ð Dredging, 
capacity, air draft  

üGC Ports ð Dredging, 
Services 

üCanada/Mexico?  

 

üCarriers ð Cannibalize 
services, ship rotations  

 

Landside  

üWestern Railroads - 

Capacity  

üEastern Railroads ð 

Networks, interchanges  

 

üShippers ð change 

supply chains  

 



GAME CHANGER POTENTIAL 

The Panama Canal - 2014 

 



Are We Prepared for the future?  


