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ÅIs it needed?  

ÅDoes it fundamentally 
change North American 
flows? 

ÅWhat is my business 
now? 

ÅCan (will) I get a piece 
of the pie? 



Is it Needed? 



Why Expand the Canal? 

ÅOverall strong growth over past few years 

ÅSeem as critical, but obsolete, bottleneck 

ÅCoastal Competition  

ÅWest Coast Uncertainties 

ÅVessel Economics 





Does it fundamentally change North American flows? 



What are the Major Commodities in 
the Panama Canal Discussion? 

Regional? 

ÅGrains   

ÅGeneral Containers 
ï Imports, Exports 

National? 

Å Inbound Containers  

Å Inbound Containers 

Å Inbound Containers 



 



Intermodal Traffic In U.S. 



Other Issues? 

Domestic 

ÅSecurity risks and 
asymmetric disruptions 

ÅFree Trade negotiations 

ÅDrayage and local hauling 
rules 

Å9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ άDǊŜŜƴƛƴƎέ 
of ports/supply chains 

ÅContainer availability 

ÅDredging  

ÅRailroad investment 

 

 

External 

ÅShipping rotations 

ÅPrice of fuel ς Energy 

ÅOpening of Cuba 

ÅChina ς άLƴǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎέ 

ÅFuture of U.S. Dollar 

 



What is my business now? 



Tons (in millions) Dollars (in millions) 
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Exports as Share of Kentucky GDP, 
1997-2008 
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Kentucky Shipments of Origin, top 
Destinations 2010 (All modes - $19.3 Billion) 



Kentucky Shipments of Origin, top Commodities 2010 (All modes 
- $19.3 Billion) 



Kentucky Shipments by Origin, Trade 
by Mode, By Value 2000-2010 



Kentucky Shipments of Origin, Top 
Destinations 2010  (Vessel Shipments- $5.2 Billion) 



Kentucky Shipments of Origin, Top Five 
Gateways, 2000-2010  
(Vessel Shipments - $5.2 Billion) 



What are Natural Markets? 



Eastern Gulf Forecasted Trade 
Activity, 2005-2029 

 

 -

 50

 100

 150

 200

 250

 300

 350

2005 2008 2011 2014 2017 2020 2023 2026 2029

B
ill

io
n

s 
o

f 
U

.S
. 

D
o

lla
rs 

Imports Exports



Can (will) I get a piece of the pie? 



ÅWhat is your market?  Expand or Cannibalize 

ÅWhat type of facility/services are needed? 

ÅDevelop densities and services 

üService Requirements (cargo or regulatory) 

üDomestic and international 

üShippers bear costs? 

 

What will you build/operate? 



Benefits of discussing the Panama 
/ŀƴŀƭΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ 

ÅConnecting ports and hinterlands 

ÅConnecting exports to trade markets 

ÅDiscussion of regional transportation needs 

ÅFinding partners 

ÅTiming of these events 

ÅManaging Expectations 



Cƛƴŀƭ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΧ 

ÅIs it needed?  

ÅDoes it fundamentally 
change North American 
flows? 

ÅWhat is my business 
now? 

ÅCan (will) I get a piece 
of the pie? 



Go See the Canal 


