
B R U C E  L A M B E R T 

FREIGHT ISSUES IN WEST 
VIRGINIA  



CAN FREIGHT COMPETE AGAINST 
COMPLETE STREETS? 

See any trucks, railcars, barges or planes? 



D O M E S T I C ,  I N T E R N A T I O N A L ,  I N D U S T R I A L  S U P P O R T 

WHAT IS FREIGHT ANYWAY?  



HOW DOES ONE LOOK AT FREIGHT 
ACTIVITY?  

ÅInventory Functions   

ÅEngineering   

ÅOperational 

Reliability   

ÅFinancial   

ÅSafety and Security   

ÅMarkets   

ÅEconomical  

ÅJobs 
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Source: Freight Analysis Framework, FWHA  

TOTAL FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION IN 
WEST VIRGINIA - 2008 



SHARE OF ESTIMATED LOADED TRUCK 
TRIPS (TREDIS) 

Articles -base metal (3%)  Waste/scrap (3%)  

Other ag prods. (3%)  

Other foodstuffs (5%)  

Coal (5%)  

Nonmetal min. 

prods. (7%)  

Gravel (7%)  

Wood prods. 

(8%) 

Milled grain prods. 

(11%) 

Base metals (15%)  

Other (34%)  





I T  M O R E  T H A N  C O A L ! 

EXPORTING FROM WEST VIRGINIA  



WEST VIRGINIA SHIPMENTS BY ORIGIN, 
TRADE BY MODE, BY VALUE 2000-2010 



WEST VIRGINIA SHIPMENTS OF ORIGIN, 
TOP FIVE DESTINATIONS, 2000-2010 (ALL 

MODES - $6.4 BILLION) 



WEST VIRGINIA STATE EXPORTER 
DESTINATIONS, (VALUE) 2008 



WHERE ARE THE EXPORTERS LOCATED 
(MSAõS) 



WEST VIRGINIA SHIPMENTS OF ORIGIN, 
TOP GATEWAYS, 2010 (ALL MODES - $6.4 

BILLION)  



Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Dept. of Commerce &  WISERTrade State 

Exports 

WEST VIRGINIA EXPORTS AS SHARE 
OF TOTAL STATE GDP 1997 -2008 
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G L O B A L  P R E S S U R E S  A N D  C O R R I D O R S 

WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF FREIGHT IN THE US 



COMPARISON OF PEAK PERIOD 
CONGESTION ð 2002 - 2035 





AASHTO - TRANSPORTATION INVESTS 
IN OUR FUTURE  



OTHER òFREIGHTó ISSUES? 

Domestic  

ÅFederal Role in 
transportation  

ÅTruck chassis,  operations, 
drayage  

ÅHours of Service  

ÅòGreeningó of supply 
chains  

ÅContainer availability  

ÅTruck Productivity  

ÅEnergy Policy  

ÅLocks and Dams  

 

 

External  

ÅPrice of fuel ð Energy  

ÅChina ð òInsourcingó 

ÅFuture of U.S. Dollar  

ÅNear Sourcing to Latin 

America  

ÅPanama Canal 

Expansion  

ÅFree Trade negotiations  

 



STRATEGIES RECOMMENDED BY LATTS 

Infrastructure:  
ÅUtilization of Existing 

Infrastructure  

ÅAdd Physical Infrastructure  

ÅCorridor Approach for 
Investing  

 

Operations:  

ÅIncrease Operating 
Throughput  
ÅDevelop Agile Freight 

Operations  

ÅImprove Clearance at 
Gateways  

ÅAttention to Connectors  
 

 

Institutional:  
ÅIncrease Public Awareness  

ÅImprove Institutional 
Relationships  

ÅImprove Freight Profile  

ÅPartnerships  
 

Technology:  

ÅEncourage Technology  

ÅIntegration of Information  
ÅITS Applications  

 

 



BACK TO JOBS 

Industry  Relative Industry 

Concentration  
(LQ) 

Total Regional 

Jobs per $mil. 
Output  

Total Jobs Supported 

by Net Exports  

Total                          154,101  

Mining & Support Activities  9.41 6.88                            42,826  

Chemical Manufacturing  2.82 4.64                            19,718  

Government & non NAICs  1.21 19.27                            15,627  

Health Care & Social Services  1.30 17.80                             
15,239  

Primary Metal Manufacturing  3.66 6.75                             
14,554  

Wood Products  3.45 13.31                               
9,987  

Retail Trade  1.12 21.60                               
9,389  

Animal Production  1.23 28.59                               
7,551  

Accommodations, Eating & 

Drinking  
1.10 24.36                               

6,303  

Transportation  1.38 10.92                               
5,965  

Construction  1.09 14.74                               
5,714  
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